
 

 

 

 

 

 

WOKING DFAS using its new brand name ά¢I9 !w¢{ 

SOCIETY ²hYLbDέ prepared to party to celebrate the 

Golden anniversary of THE ARTS SOCIETY (NADFAS)  

  

The event organiser, Rosie Whicher, headed up a team 

which included the Chairman Malcolm Lee and Roger 

Bower. The celebration was a great success due to their 

meticulous organisation.  

 

Members of the Committee as well as other members of the society helped on the day giving the 

occasion the friendly atmosphere for which our society is well known.    



PATRICIA FAY  

The Founder of NADFAS  

άLƴ 1965 The Chiltern Antiques Group was 
founded by Patricia Fay and a pioneering group 
of young women eager to be educated about 
the arts. In 1968, eleven such Societies came 
together to form the National Association of 
Decorative & Fine Arts Societies (NADFAS). 

In the 1970s NADFAS became a registered 
charity and underwent a period of rapid 
expansion with the creation of many new 
Societies across the UK, and the launch of key 
initiatives such as Church Recording, Young 
Arts and Heritage Volunteering. 

For her inspiration and vision Patricia Fay 
received an OBE in 1975. The Patricia Fay 
Memorial Fund was established in 
1980 following her death a year earlier, aged 
псΦέ όCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ b!5C!{ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜύ 

Patricia had founded a group of societies based 
on a sustainable model. She also recognised that whilst we satisfy our curiosity about the arts we should have fun.   



 

 

 

ADVERTISMENT  

 

This advert was much admired by many who 

said that it  was a work of art in itself and was 

very appropriate for the occasion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GUESTS OF HONOUR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANET GILL 
President, Past Chairman and  

Group Leader of the Church Recorders of 

The Arts Society Woking 

 

JUNE ROBINSON 
National Chairman 

The Arts Society 

CAROLINE COLEMAN 
Chairman 

The Arts Society West Surrey Area 



    

    ñPAST CHAIRMANò UNLESS OTHERW I SE STATED  

(Back row left to right)  Romy Read, Malcolm Lee (Woking Chairman), Ros Lawson, June Robinson (National 

Chairman), Chris Symington, Caroline Coleman ( West Surrey Area Chairman)  

 
Katie Butcher,  
Our Founding Chairman, who 
lived to attend and enjoy our 
25th Anniversary 

  (Front Row left to right)   Roddy Vernon, Jenny Capito, Patsy Anders, Ann Pound, Janet Gill (Woking President)   



WOKING DFAS  TIMELINE  
  

    

    

    1989 *  Split away from Shalford DFAS  2012 *  Woking DFAS applied for and was  

 
*  Woking DFAS was founded  

 
     granted charitable status 

 
*  Met at Woodham Village Hall 2016 * The Bisley Pavilion stopped taking  

1990 * Moved to Goldwater Lodge  
 

    Events 

1992 *  Society became too large  
 

*  We  Moved to The Lord Roberts Centre  

 
     Mayford DFAS was formed and  

 
    (also at Bisley)  

 
     Both societies met at Goldwater  2017 *  Vote on whether to "Stay at the LRC"  

 
     Lodge  

 
     or "Move to the Ambassadors  

1996 * Woking Council told us to move.  
 

      Cinema" ...the former won the vote. 

 
    Offered us The Ambassadors  2017 *  NADFAS adopted "The Arts Society" 

 
    Cinema in Woking (for the first  

 
    as its new brand name, retaining  

 
     time... this was rejected.)  

 
    NADFAS as its financial & legal name 

 
    Mayford DFAS relocated to the  2017 *  Woking DFAS  adopted "The Arts Society"  

 
    Ambassadors. 

 
    as its new brand name, retaining  

1996 *   Moved to the Bisley Pavilion  
 

    Woking DFAS as its financial & legal name 

 
*   Members were given the option of   

  

 
     which society to be a member of. 

   



ROGER WEDGE  

Projectionist 

 

Roger, our projectionist, seen here having a short break in the 

knowledge that his preperatory work carried out the previous evening 

and also before the meeting was all that he could do and so here he 

was awaiting the start of the lecture. In his years of working with us he 

has had to resolve the many  issues that arose....equipment 

malfunction, Lecturers problems etc.   

²ƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ άǊŜƳƻǾŜŘέ from Bisley Pavilion 

during a  tussle between the landlord, the NRA, and the  Tenant, Sean 

Somebody, Roger played a part in its recovery. 

Roger first started working for Woking DFAS  as Projectionist when 

Patsy Anders was Chairman.(Patsy was a founding member and the 

second Chairman of Woking DFAS. She tells a funny story of how Katie 

.ǳǘŎƘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ άƴƻέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ  

 

 

 



MALCOLM READ  
 

Malcolm, who organises the TAS Woking visits, was the first person you saw when you arrived as he was organising the car parking 

and making sure everyone knew  where to go. An expert multitasker...  at lunchtime he changed into a white shirt and black tie to 

perform the role of Barman. 

It is the membeǊǎΩ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ  ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ The Arts Society so 

special. We are a members society run by an estimated 4,000 

members. Without all those who volunteer to help out at meetings, 

who sit on  the society and area commttees and who work as  

Trustees... we could not exist.  

Quickly to move to the  cor blimey... The reclining cow on the back wall 

must  have been painted by one of those artists  who paint what they 

feel rather than what they see. Nothing wrong 

with that!   

 (Romy, aŀƭŎƻƭƳΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ and a Past Chairman , 

managed to escape a focused  shot from our 

cameras ...many thanks to her for the multitude of 

delicious Committee lunches she has hosted) 

 

 

 



ANN ALEXANDER  

Woking Meeting Volunteer 

 

 

 

On entering the building attendees were given a great welcome by 

Ann who was in charge of registration. 

 

Ann was in cracking form with just over a week to go before her 

marriage to BRIAN SHEPPARD who also helps out as a meeting 

volunteer.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

ROS LAWSON  
Past Chairman  

 

Moving into the hall the lovely, 

welcoming άƳŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜǘέ 

ambience was continued by Past 

Chairman, Ros Lawson who was in 

charge of the coffee tables. 

 

When we moved to the Lord Roberts 

Centre we found we no longer had a 

gruff ά5ŀǾŜέ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ 

and biscuits. Ros volunteered to take 

on the task and now has a team of 

helpers who join in what has 

become part of άthe Woking DFAS 

experience.έ   

 

 

 

 


